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Like what I mentioned in Nejed and Hasa, no inscription
liere crowns the gateway or varies the walls, to commemorate
builder, date, or event. Nor does this omission come from
want of suitable material or of workmen, for a light yellow
stone, easily carved, enters largely into the construction, and
the ornaments of the building show no want of sculptural skill.
This may be taken by way of additional proof that the Him-
yarites, who seem to have had a mania for insciiptions, never
occupied this precise part of Arabia; perhaps in the rear of
Djebel-Akhdar and in the Djailfm something might be found.

In front of the castle is an open place planted with trees and
reaching down to the walls seawards; the town bulwalks are in
good preservation, and furnished on this side with a few pieces
of artillery; were not the circuit too large for efficient defence,
JSohar might stand an Arab siege. From the castle we went to
the market-place. It is a very large one, and much more
regular than that of Sharjah; the shops and their contents
resemble on the* whole those at Linja, but the number of
travellers who visit Sohar from land and sea gives the vegetable
and the meat markets an unusual importance. The Keysaree-
yah, vaulted as usual, and with huge folding doors, is spacious
and long, and in size and construction fully equal to any Sook
at Bagdad; but many of its shops were empty. This, I was
told, had been the case ever since Khfdid-ebn-Sakar's occu-
pation of the country, which, although brief in duration, had
done much injury to commerce, and frightened away several
pacific Banians. To make amends, the Wahhabees constructed
a mosque, not far from the castle; it is now absolutely deserted,
and stands in lonely ugliness. The rest of the So ok or market-
place is crowded with artisans and shopkeepers ; the passages
between the booths are protected by thatch against the heat of
the sun.

Weavers, a,nd smiths in silver, gold, iron, and copper, are
here the staple workmen, and in industry and skill the artisans
of 'Oman surpass those of Ha$a no less tha,n the artisans of
Hasa outdo those of Nejed. Amid the crowds in the streets I
noticed some dusky, strong-set fellows, dressed in a sort of kilt,
and wearing a white head-dress: they carried short javelins in
their hands, and each one had a knife at his belt in addition to